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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims 
in the application. 

Listing Of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A gasket comprising: 

a first generally planar portion having an inner perimeter and an exterior 
perimeter, and having a first surface and a second surface on an opposite side from the 
first surface; 

a seal bead rising from the first surface a first predetermined height, and 
being generally adjacent to and extending about the inner perimete r, said seal bead 
tejpg m^e fpm a first material; 

a fastener hole extending through the first portion from the first surface to 
the second surface and located between the seal bead and the exterior perimeter; and 

a seal proving feature made from said first m ater M 3P d located 
between the fastener hole and the exterior perimeter an4 ?pacgd fronrj sajd seal bead , 
and rising from the first surface a second predetermined height that is about equal to or 
greater than the first predetermined freigh t, said protruding feature having first and 
second terminating e nd portions so ?s pot to circumscribe said fastener hole . 
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2. (currently amended) The gasket of claim 1 further including a second seal 
bead rising from the second surface a third predetermined height, and being adjacent to 
and extending about the inner perimeter; and a second sea* protrudi n g feature located 
between the fastener hole and the exterior perimeter, and rising from the second 
surface a fourth predetermined height that is about equal to or greater than the third 
predetermined height. 

3. (original) The gasket of claim 2 wherein the gasket is adapted to seal 
between separator plates in an individual cell of a fuel cell assembly. 

4. (original) The gasket of claim 2 wherein the gasket is adapted to seal 
between a thermostat and a mating member in a cooling system of an engine. 

5. (original) The gasket of claim 1 wherein the first generally planar portion 
is a carrier made of a polymeric material and the seal bead is made of an elastomeric 
material. 

6. (original) The gasket of claim 5 wherein the seal bead is molded to the 
carrier after the carrier is formed. 

7. (original) The gasket of claim 1 wherein the first generally planar portion 
and the seal bead are molded integrally from an elastomeric material- 
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8. (original) The gasket of claim 1 further including a second seal bead rising 
from the first surface the first predetermined height, and being adjacent to and 
extending about the seal bead. 

9. (currently amended) The gasket of claim 1 further including a second 
fastener hole extending through the first portion from the first surface to the second 
surface, spaced from the fastener hole, and located between the seal bead and the 
exterior perimeter; and 

a second eeert protruding feature located between the second fastener 
hole and the exterior perimeter, and rising from the first surface the second 
predetermined height. 

10. (currently amended) A method of making a gasket comprising the steps 

of: 

forming a first generally planar portion having an inner perimeter and an 
exterior perimeter, and having a first surface and a second surface on an opposite side 
from the first surface; 

forming a seal bead so that the seal bead rises from the first surface a first 
predetermined height, and is generally adjacent to and extending about the inner 
perimete r, said seal be gcj jaeipq made from a first material: 

creating a fastener hole extending through the first portion from the first 
surface to the second surface and located between the seal bead and the exterior 
perimeter; and 
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forming a seal protruding feature made from said first material between 
the fastener hole and the exterior perimeter and spaced from said seal bead, and rising 
from the first surface a second predetermined height that is about equal to or greater 
than the first predetermined heigh t said protruding feature having first and second 
terminating end portions so as not to circumscribe said fastener hole. 



Page 10 of 14 



Serial No. 10/790.916 



PAGE 12/20 ' RCVDAT MOOS 10:11:25 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:+1 734451 1445 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-10 



